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FALL/WINTER 2010                                          NEWS FROM AUBURN CITY HALL 

 

Newsletter AUBURN
AUBURN
AUBURN
AUBURN    

CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBERS WANTED 
 
The Auburn City Commission has determined it is time to establish a Charter Commission to 

revise and rewrite the 37 year old Auburn City Charter. Michigan Statute outlines a careful 

procedure for Charter Commission and Charter Revision. Nine persons must be selected 

through an election. The candidates have no party designation. A candidate for the Charter 
Commission election must file a petition signed by 20 qualified electors residing within the 

City of Auburn asking that their names be placed on the ballot. Each voter in the City is  

allowed to vote for not more than nine candidates for the Charter Commission.   
 

Once selected, the Charter Commission operates as an autonomous body. It must convene 

within ten days of the election, and develop a Charter for the City within 90 days after that 

first meeting.  All meetings of the Charter Commission will be conducted at a public meeting 
and held in compliance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act. All notices of times, places 

and dates of meetings will be posted just like any City Commission meeting. The Charter 

Commission will choose its own officers and determine its own rules of proceeding and keep 
a record of its proceedings.  Once the Charter Commission has completed drafting the  

proposed Charter, the Charter will be submitted to the voters of Auburn for adoption or  

rejection.   
 

Candidates for the Charter Commission must have had a residence within the City for at least 

three years.  No City officer or employee, whether elected or appointed, is eligible to a seat on 

the Charter Commission.  
 

The City Commission must determine if members of the Charter Commission will receive any 

compensation for their service.  Money for the expense and operation of the Charter  
Commission itself will be appropriated by the City Commission. At this time, there is no plan 

to compensate members of the Charter Commission.  However, it is anticipated that if such 

compensation is available, it will not exceed the per meeting amount paid to a member of any 
other committee or board of the City. 

 
The current Charter was adopted in 1973.  The City Commission has determined that a  

thorough review is needed to be sure that the City Charter of Auburn conforms to develop-

ments in the law and the needs of the City. The hope is that the Charter Commission’s duties 

can be discharged within 90 days of its first meeting.   
 

This notice is intended to serve as an informal poll of Auburn citizens to see if there is interest 

in establishing a Charter Revision committee.  If there is sufficient interest and if there appear 
to be enough citizens willing to serve on a Charter Commission and go through the election 

process, the City Commission will act further to establish a formal procedure for nomination 

and election of Charter Commission members.   
 
If you or someone you know would like to serve in this important function, please contact the 

City Administrator, Jo Ella Krantz, at 662-6761.   



 

Did You Know? 
Chemical bank located at 232 W. Midland Road accepts  payment current for City water/sewer 

bills. If you receive a red notice or a shut-off billing on your water/sewer account, payment must 
be made at City Hall to avoid service disconnection. City Hall has a drop box located next to the 

entrance for after hours use. Tax payments are now accepted at Chemical Bank. 

 

Notary Services 
Notary services are available during regular business hours at City Hall. 

 

  Dog and Cat Licenses                  

Dog and cat licenses are now sold year round at City Hall. Proof of rabies 
vaccination is required as is proof of neutering and the Bay County renewal 

form.  

 

Animals at the Park 
Citizens have complained about animal owners bringing their animals to the park and not cleaning 

up after them. Animals are welcome at the park; but they have to be on a leash and the custodian 

is responsible to clean up any solid waste from the animals. 

 

Board and Commission Applications Needed to Fill Vacancies 
 

Applications are accepted for all City Boards and Commissions at all times and will be kept on file 

for future vacancies. If you are interested in volunteering to serve on various boards and commis-
sions please call City Hall and apply for any vacancies that match your interests and expertise.  

 

Holiday Schedule 
City Hall and the Department of Public Works will be closed in observance of  

the following holidays: 
            

 Thanksgiving Holiday November 25-November 26 

 Christmas Holiday December 24-December 27 
             New Years December 31-January 3  

 

Residents who need assistance with a Public Works emergency on these days should call 
911 who will contact the Public Works on-call employee or supervisor.      

 

NOTES FROM CITY HALLNOTES FROM CITY HALLNOTES FROM CITY HALLNOTES FROM CITY HALL    

SMOKE ALARMS: 

A sound you can live with 

 

A properly maintained smoke alarm will work forever, right? Wrong! A smoke 

alarm’s lifespan is 10 years. This means that any smoke alarm installed before 

May 2000 is at the end of its effective lifespan and needs to be replaced because it 

is no longer reliable. Part of maintaining a smoke alarm includes replacing the 

entire unit after 10 years. The few minutes it takes to replace a smoke alarm can 

save the lives of family members, roommates, neighbors, and firefighters.  

 

Please visit the newly launched Fire Prevention Week website www.firepreventionweek.org for 

information on how smoke alarms save lives and how they should be choosen,  installed and main-

tained in every home.  



 

 

Snowplowing 
The City of Auburn Department of Public Works is dedicated to keeping your streets 

well maintained. Remember not to shovel or blow snow into the street or sidewalk. 

Please keep hydrants clear of snow.  The Public Works Department does not clear 
driveways and cannot avoid throwing snow back into your driveway when they are 

clearing streets. Thank you for your patience during our long hard winters. 

 

Parking Reminders 
Parking on City of Auburn streets is prohibited between the hours 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. during 
snow removal season. This gives DPW workers adequate time to clear the streets for morning traffic 

after a night of snowfall. If your vehicle is left on a City street during the times above it may be tick-

eted and towed. Any questions can be directed to the Officer Poltorak at 662-6768. 
 

Mailboxes 
Please check your mailbox posts to insure that they are solid and sturdy in the ground. Once 

winter is upon us and the ground is frozen, it is almost impossible to make the needed re-
pairs to sturdy your mailbox.  This will ensure when heavy snow is plowed off the road , your 

mailbox will not be pushed over.  

    

Water Service Breaks 
The water service line carries water from the water main located in the right-of-way to the inside of 
your home. Plastic water services frequently break in the cold weather. It is usually located in the 

front yard and should be about 6 feet underground. Water line leaks are not always evident. Some 

signs that a leak may exist include the presence of water in the yard or very low pressure. If you think 
you have a water service leak call the DPW. They will check your water service line.  

 

Fall Leaf Collection & Brush Pickup 
 

The City of Auburn’s Fall Leaf Collection Program will begin on October 25th and will end on November 

30th; Crews will complete a city-wide collection before starting another round.  Please be attentive to 

the following: 
 
♦ Leaves should be raked into the “outlawn” area (between sidewalk and curb) for pickup.  

♦ Do not block sidewalk with leaves or branches.  

♦ Do not rake leaves into the street.  

♦ Please do not put any sticks or branches in with the leaves.  

♦ Please do not park in the street when leaf collection is in your area. 

 

Your cooperation will insure a clean and efficient finale to our fall clean-up program. 

 

Waste Management To Suspend Yard Waste Collection Program 

 

Auburn’s contracted waste hauler, Waste Management Services, will suspend its yard waste collection 

program on Wednesday, November 24, 2010.  As always, until that time, yard waste will be picked up 

if it is placed in either recyclable paper bags or in containers clearly marked “Yard Waste”.  If you have 
any questions regarding the yard waste program, or any services offered by Waste Management, you 

can contact them by calling 800-796-9696. 

 

Christmas Tree Recycling 
 
Christmas Trees are collected and recycled the first two weeks of the year.  Place your  

tree out for collection on refuse day. Be sure to remove any bags, decorations and the  

tree stand. 
 

 

DPW NEWSDPW NEWSDPW NEWSDPW NEWS    



 

Again this year, the City will be sponsoring a citywide decorating contest during the 
Christmas season.  Judging will take place between 7pm and 9pm on December 7th, which is 
the same night that Santa arrives in town. Prizes will be given out in both residential and 
commercial categories based on creativity and overall appearance.  Prizes for the contest 
will be:   
   Commercial—1st ($100), 2nd ($50) 
   Residential - 1st ($100), 2nd ($50), 3rd—10th ($25) 
 

Last year’s winners were:  

Commercial 1st place— Morley Family Practice—818 W. Midland road 
Commercial 2nd place—Tri City Furniture—135 W. Midland Road 
Residential 1st place—Bruce Lance—400 Virginia  
Residential 2nd—10th places—Douglas Lee - 404 John K, Michael Buckman—311 Ireland, 
Brian Ora—245 Sycamore, Rev. David Reed—307 Ruth St., David Tenny—301 Francis St., 
Sandra Ellery—406 Grant St., Jeffrey Passage—116 Roberts, James Dominowski—241 Syca-
more St., Edwin Kulka—705 Braun St. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus will be at the Williams Township hall. They will be arriving at 6:00 pm to 
visit all the good boys and girls! There will be games to play and goodies to eat. Any good boy 
or girl who brings in a can or two of food, will receive an extra ticket to play a game. The 
food will help fill the Auburn Food Pantry. 
 
The staff and elected officials of the City of Auburn would like to wish all of you a safe and 
happy holiday season, and a very prosperous New Year. 

20th Annual Christmas Decorating Contest  

December 7, 2010 

City of Auburn Updated Website 
www.auburnmi.org 

 
Coming soon to the website: Auburn Community Photo Album 

We take a lot of pride in being members of a great community. We would like to show the 
world what a great place we call home. The best way to do this is to post pictures of the peo-
ple and events that make this community special to us. We are hoping that you will contribute 
to this effort by emailing pictures to us that we can post them on the website. 

 
Email—ljohnson@auburnmi.org 



 

  

BAY COUNTY 
 MOSQUITO 

 CONTROL SCRAP TIRE 
DRIVE 

 
Help eliminate mosquito breeding sites in 

your area. 
 

Help clean up our environment! 
 

Saturday, October 2, 2010 
9:00 am—4:00 pm 

 
Bay County Mosquito Control 

810 Livingston Avenue 
Bay City, MI 48708 

 
989-894-4555 

 
Car & Pickup Trucks rimless tires accepted 

Limit 10 
 

Please no commercial businesses. 

 

Public Meetings 
 

City Commission (7:00 pm) 
1st and 3rd Monday. 

 
 

Planning Commission ( 7:00 pm) 
3rd Tuesday of the months - 
January, March, May, July, 
September and November 

 
 

Downtown Development Authority 
(10:00 am) 4th Tuesday  

 
 
The City of Auburn’s legal paper 
is the Bay City Democrat. We 
remind you to regularly check the 
legal’s for notices regarding new 
and revised ordinances, hearing 
and meeting day changes. 

 
From The Clerk/ Treasurer—Karen Bellor 

kbellor@auburnmi.org 

 
November 2, 2010, is the General Election. The last day to register is October 4th. By  
Michigan Election Law, voters that voted as an Absentee Voter for the Primary will receive their 
ballot for the General Election. Voters that have not applied and would like to vote need to sign 
an application available at the City Office.  
 
Your new winter taxes will be mailed out beginning December 1st. Be sure to review them 
carefully for any corrections. If you have a correction, please contact me by December 15th. 
 
If you are unable to reach the office by 4:30 p.m., we have a drop box on the south side of city 
hall near the first entrance door and Chemical Bank at 232 W. Midland Road will be accepting 
tax payments. 

Advertising Opportunity 

If you would like to advertise in this newsletter, which reaches over 2,000 City of Auburn  
residents, please e-mail kbellor@auburnmi.org for more information. 



 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Auburn Veterans MemorialAuburn Veterans MemorialAuburn Veterans MemorialAuburn Veterans Memorial    
    

Auburn resident Dale Gripentrog is leading the way for a veterans memorial to 
honor the city’s fallen veterans and POW/MIAs. The memorial will be located in 
the Auburn City Park where the U.S. flag currently flies. The memorial will be 
for veterans and POW/MIAs of all U.S. wars ranging from WWI to current  
Afghanistan and Iraq wars. 
 
Two additional flag poles will be stand beside the current flag pole and fly the 
Michigan and POW/MIA flags. The centerpiece of the proposed memorial will be 
a 2-foot  high 7-foot long wall placed in front of the flagpoles that will list the 
names of fallen soldiers from the City of Auburn and Williams Township.  
 
Leading up to the wall will be a walkway 40 feet long and 6 feet wide with  
various plants and flowers around it. The walkway will be made out of pavers 
similar to the wall. People may purchase a 4-by-8  paver for $100 or an 8-by-8 
paver for $200. Behind the flag poles 2 benches are planned so the memorial 
can serve as a meeting area for veterans where they can sit and relax. Plans 
also include a copy of the Fallen Soldiers monument, a statue of an upside 
down rifle with boots and a helmet.  
 
Mr. Gripentrog is in the process of compiling the names of the fallen soldiers. If 
you know of someone please contact him at 989-266-3158. 
 
The entire project is estimated to cost around $20,000 and fund raisers are  
being planned. If you are interested in becoming being a part of the veterans 
memorial the monthly meetings are scheduled on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 4:00 pm at the Auburn Hotel, 101 W. Midland Road. 
 
Canisters have been placed in many of the local businesses to collect  
donations and a “Comedy Hour” fundraiser will be held at the Auburn Hotel on 
October 17th at 2:00 p.m.  The amateur standup event is open to anyone who 
wants to perform with monetary prizes given out. Here’s you chance to show 
off your joke telling abilities! 
 
 
Order forms for shirts are available on the City’s website : AUBURNMI.ORG 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUBURN VETERANS MEMORIAL 

ENGRAVED PAVER ORDER FORM 

 
Name ____________________________________Phone # _______________________ 

 

City/State/Zip____________________________________________________________ 

 

♦ 4x8 pavers will hold up to three lines and 8x8 pavers will hold up to five lines of 16 

characters each including spaces. Not all lines or spaces need be filled. 

♦ Please PRINT EACH LETTER . 

 

 

4X8 Brick—$100.00    

 

Line 1__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 2__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 3__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

8X8 Brick—$200.00 

 

Line 1__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 2__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 3__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 4__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

Line 5__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 Make Checks Payable to: Auburn Veterans Memorial 

 

 Mail to: Auburn Veterans Memorial 

  %Dale Gripentrog 

  320 Countryview Lane 

  Auburn, MI 48611 
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AUBURN PARK RENTAL RULES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010 

 

(NO EXCEPTIONS) 
 

NO PERSON OR ORGANIZATION SHALL BE ALLOWED USE OF THE AUBURN 
CITY PARK BUILDING WITHOUT FIRST ENTERING INTO A RENTAL AGREEMENT 
ISSUED BY THE CITY OF AUBURN (SUBJECT TO RENTAL FEES AND DEPOSITS) 
UNDER THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 
 

JANUARY 1ST THROUGH  JANUARY 31ST - AUBURN/WILLIAMS NONPROFIT 

GROUPS  EXCLUSIVELY HAVE FIRST RIGHTS TO THE CITY PARK. NO 

ONE ELSE WILL BE PERMITTED TO SCHEDULE A RESERVATION DURING 

THIS PERIOD. 

FEBRUARY 1ST THROUGH MARCH 31ST – THIS PERIOD IS OPEN TO AUBURN/

WILLIAMS RESIDENTS ONLY ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS. 

BEGINNING APRIL 1ST – ANY RESIDENT FROM OUTSIDE OF AUBURN/

WILLIAMS IS ALLOWED TO RESERVE THE AUBURN CITY PARK FOR ANY 

DATES THAT ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 


